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Assumptions

● 15 years behind reality

● Seminarians come without 
experience of parish life

● Long period of service as 
parochial vicars

● Increasing number of 
seminarians born outside of 
U.S. 



Traditionally…

“PasP
“Pastoral formation has been the least ‘formally’ 
developed of the dimensions.” 
                                        Nadiya Levchenko, DMin.



Forming 
Shepherds

● Concrete, lived reality

● Formed for mission

● Growth in relationship

● lifelong

● Accompaniment and “the fire 
of pastoral charity”

“Called to be a living image of 
Jesus Christ, the spouse of the 

Church”  Saint John Paul II



New Wineskins

     Tested   Embodied   Lived

Theological and spiritual foundation

Integrated into intellectual, human and 
spiritual formation

Skilled based  competencies

Assessment and evaluation

More emphasis on experiential



Discussion

Move from theoretical to experiential

Formation that is progressive and supervised

Rooted in real parish life

Accompanied by reflection and evaluation

What needs to be :

Adapted

Changed

Added


